
PACKAGING OF HONEY 
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INTRODUCTION

Honey must comply basic composition and quality standards

Packaging industry must 
conduct tests like pollen count 
and physicochemical 
parameters like HMF, moisture, 
and color on obtaining lots of 
raw honey. 

Promotion of classification of 
botanical sources of honeys 

Compliance with the required 
mandatory standards during sales 

Uni-floral honey has a higher commercial value than multi-floral 
honey. 
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ÅHoney'sshelflifeislargelydeterminedbypackaging.

ÅHoneypackagingplantsneedtobecautiousaboutHMFcontentand

moisturecontentofrawhoney.

ÅHoneymaybedirectlybottledintosmallretailcontainersorinto

largedrumsforstorageorexport,dependingontheintended

market.
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Glass bottles/jars, followed by plastic bottles/jars or stainless steel drums (in 

case of large quantity) and squeezable jugs or bottles are the most common 

ways to pack honey. 



4

DIFFERENT CONTAINERS USED DURING SUPPLY CHAIN OF HONEY

Harvesting/collection Processing 

Storage Distribution



5

CREATIVE SHAPES OF HONEY BOTTLES/JARS USED IN RETAIL OUTLETS



PACKAGING: PRINCIPLES AND FUNCTIONS
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Packaging is a necessity for maintaining the quality; safety and 

integrity of raw as well as processed products from the farm or plant to 

consumption.



ÅHoney without a package is unimaginable.

ÅPackaging facilitates honey to retain its goodness and freshness.

ÅPredominant factors that decide the quality, safety and shelf-life of

honey include: temperature, relative humidity and moisture content.

ÅPackaging of honey requires their own specific packaging materials

as per the usages.

ÅStorage containers for honey should be made either of glass, plastic,

and stainless steel or metal coated with food approved plastic, paint

or beeswax to make air tight
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Innovative packaging must meet the development of various novel packaging 

techniques and advanced inter-disciplinary applications.



FEATURES OF PACKAGING
Odorless 

Facilitate easy 
removal of 

honey

Absence of 
metal 

exposure

Leak-proof Airtight 

Strong barrier to 
water vapor 
transfer

Protect from 
chemicals, toxic 
agents and other 
external hazards 
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Package choice should however also consider recyclability, disposability 

and environmentally friendly manufacturing of the packaging materials 
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TYPES OF PACKAGING

Collection/raw 
honey distribution

LDPE (low density 
polyethylene) 
plastic buckets

HDPE (high density 
polyethylene) 
plastic buckets

Stainless steel 
drums and barrels 
(large quantities)

Processing

Stainless steel 
drums and barrels

Retailing 

Glass bottles/jar

Plastic bottles/jar

Export/logistics 
(large quantities)

Stainless steel 
drums and barrels

Coated metal 
containers 

Screw top lids on glass jars are most 
secure and preferred. 

Heat-sealed plastic and aluminum 
lids on plastic cups are fairly safe as 
well.
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Major local form of 
use

Honey characteristics (like 
crystallization, fermentation 
and color) 

Length of time 
between 

processing, 
retailing and 
consumption 

Availability and cost 
of filling technologies 
and packaging 
materials Potential appeal to 

consumers Environmental 
compatibility of 
materials

Recyclability and 
reusability

FACTORS AFFECTING PACKAGING CHOICE



Chemically inert 

Impermeable to gases and water vapours

Odorless

Absolute barrier against chemicals

Better appearance and attractiveness

Square and round glass bottles are commonly found in honey 
market

High gas and moisture barrier properties in glass bottles/jars 
make them as a right option to pack honey
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GLASS AS PACKAGING 
MATERIAL
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Process Flow Diagram of Glass Manufacturing 

ÅSand, soda 
ash and 
limestone

Raw 
materials

Mixing

Melting (1,350ï
1,600ÁC)

ÅPress and blow process

ÅGob enters parison
mould

ÅSettle blow to form 
finish

ÅCounter-blow to 
complete parison

ÅBlank formed & 
transferred to blow 
mould

ÅFinal shape blown.

ÅBlow and blow process

ÅGob drops into parison
mould

ÅPlunger presses parison

ÅParisoncompleted & 
transferred to blow 
mould

ÅFinal shape blown

ÅNarrow neck press-and-
blow process

ÅUse of very small metal 
plunger

Container 
forming

ÅFor even and 
stress-free 
cooling

Annealing (Initially 
540ï570ÁC and 
then slowly cooled 

to 60ÁC)

Surface 
coating

Glass 
container
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PLASTIC AS PACKAGING 
MATERIAL

Non-
breaka

ble

Avoid any 
kind of injury 

to product

Long-
lasting 

Cheaper to 
transport


